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Statement from the President 
 
 

The Amber Road Network was established in Sopron, Hungary, in May 
2014. The consortium includes 13 faculties of twelve universities in 
nine countries along the Amber Road. The mission of the consortium is 
to support internationalisation in higher education, especially among 
economic departments and faculties in Central and Eastern Europe. 
During the first presidency under the leadership of the Faculty of 
Economics of the University of West Hungary in Sopron, several joint 

projects were launched among the partners, students and staff mobility took place and the 
network’s own website was implemented (www.amberroadnetwork.com). 
 
The University of Applied Sciences Burgenland is very proud to be part of this outstanding 
and successful network and is happy to hold the office of presidency from March to 
September 2015. In order to strengthen the bond within the network, several activities are 
taking place: 
 

• International visit: A group of students and teachers from Hungary, Serbia and Russia 
visited Eisenstadt in April in order to deepen the intercultural relations within their 
faculties. 

• Amber Road tourism, wine and music: During our conference “Eisenstädter Europatage 
(Europe Days, Eisenstadt)“, the evening of 8th May was dedicated to Amber Road. 
Network members got together to exchange information. Students presented their 
projects on Amber Road tourism and wine tasting; local musicians entertained with 
songs from countries along the Amber Road.  

• A group of students developed a new design for the Amber Road Newsletter, 
underlining our efforts to enhance the information flow among the network partners. 

We are looking forward to enhancing our efforts to work together with the network partners 
in the future. 
 
Drin. Tonka Semmler-Matošić 
Director of Bachelor’s degree programme International Business Relations 
Universitiy of Applied Studies Burgenland 
Second President of the Amber Road Network 
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University News 
 

 
University of Applied Sciences Burgenland, Eisenstadt, Austria 

 

MAGIC Conference 

From 23rd to 25th of March the UAS Burgenland hosted the conference MAGIC – “Managing 
the Gaps of Intercultural Communication”. Language teachers, international project 
managers, international relations officers and students from the partner universities took 
part in this event. The participants from Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic, Finland and 
Austria presented topics on intercultural project management while the students performed 
role plays and provided entertaining questionnaires on the countries to the audience. 
Moreover, the event allowed Austrian students to get in touch with the partner universities 
to raise their interest in a study period abroad. The social program included a wine tasting as 
well as an excursion to the village Rust at Lake Neusiedl in Burgenland. 
 

International student group visits UAS Burgenland 

Under the presidency of the University of Applied 
Sciences Burgenland (Department of Economics) an 
international group of visitors of the Amber Road 
Network was welcomed in Eisenstadt to encourage 
the internationalisation of business schools in Central 
and Eastern Europe. Students and teachers from 
Omsk (Russia), Subotica (Serbia) and Sopron 
(Hungary) attended, on behalf of the University of 
West Hungary in Sopron, also the UAS Burgenland in 
Eisenstadt. 

 

 

International School of Law and Business, Vilnius, Lithuania 
 

Project “Business Education for Sustainability” 

This project has the overall objective to promote cooperation and exchange of good practices 
among relevant organizations from 7 countries in view of enhancing the quality and relevance 
of education in the field of social entrepreneurship and CSR, fostering social innovation and 
supporting the social impact and responsibility of business. The project lasts from September 
2014 to August 2017. 
 

Joint study programme of Marketing and Media-Art 

The preparation and implementation of the programme with the partner International 
University College, Bulgaria, has started. The goal is to provide college education, 
knowledge, abilities and skills to enable students to create, and manage media products, 
implement media business projects and manage them professionally. The duration of the 
project is from March 2012 to August 2015.  
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Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs 

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs is a cross-border exchange programme which gives new 
and aspiring entrepreneurs the chance to learn from experienced entrepreneurs running 
small businesses in other participating countries. The exchange of experience takes place 
during a stay with an experienced entrepreneur who helps the new entrepreneurs acquire 
the skills needed to run a small firm. This programme is partially funded by the European 
Union. 
 

Erasmus Student Network Trip to 

Druskininkai 

A few weeks ago the Erasmus Student Network 
organized a trip to Druskininkai in Lithuania. 
Erasmus+ mentors and Erasmus+ students of our 
university visited interesting places like the pyramid 
of Merkine – a mysterious pyramid where it is said 
that it heals from illnesses, stress and other physical 
issues.  
 
 
 

 

University of Economy in Bydgoszcz, Poland 
 

Project “The first step to support local wine producers in Moldova” 

The main purpose of this project is to support the development of small entrepreneurship 
among the local wine producers (the central region of Moldova) and cognac producers 
(northern region of Moldova). The project will be implemented in two areas. Firstly to raise 
awareness on the provisions related with the production and export of alcohol among local 
producers of wine and cognac. Secondly to establish business contacts between local 
producers of wine and cognac from Moldova and importers of spirits from Poland. 
 

Strategic Partnership “Young Creative Entrepreneurs Academy” 

The project was submitted within the Erasmus+ programme Higher Education – Strategic 
Partnership. The project, entitled Young Creative Entrepreneurs Academy (Academy YCE), is 
aimed at students of the second and third year of economics. The main purpose of the 
project is to promote academic entrepreneurship and increase students’ awareness of labor 
market and self-employment issues. One of the objectives is to create a web-based platform 
on which students will be able to place specified, innovative ideas for their own business. 
 

Oxford Debate Tournament 

The Regional Centre for International Debates Bydgoszcz (Bydgoszcz RODM) organises the 
Oxford Debate Tournament, devoted to Polish foreign policy, European and international 
affairs. Eliminations are already done. The semi-finals were held on April 23rd 2015 in the 
Academic Cultural Spaces and a festive final will be held on the 1st of June. The main prize is 
a trip to Brussels for the winning team! 
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University of Agriculture in Nitra, Slovakia 
 

International semester – 9th February to 7th May 2016 in Nitra, Slovakia 

The faculty of EU studies and Regional 
Development, SUA, in Nitra is organizing an 
international semester in the upcoming academic 
year with the title “Empowering rural development 
and Innovations (ERDI)” for Erasmus+ students, 
where teachers from Finland, the Czech Republic, 
Hungary, the Netherlands and Slovakia will hold 
lectures within the module. All students of Amber 
Road partners are invited to come to Nita.  
  
There are 6 modules each worth 5 ECTS credits: 
 
1. Project communication in diverse teams  
2. Regional development tools  
3. Social trends  
4. Environmental trends  
5. Sustainable growth  
6. Innovative business 
 
Contact persons of University in Nitra: 

Prof. JUDr. Eleonóra Marišová, PhD.: eleonora.marisova@uniag.sk 
Ing. Veronika Dalkovičová: veronika.dalkovicova@uniag.sk 
 

University of West Hungary, Sopron, Hungary 

 
Dissemination of Amber Road activities  

In the course of the conference with the motto “MAGIC-Managing the Gaps of Intercultural 
Communication in Projects”, Dr. Eva Happ, vice dean of international matters of the Faculty 
of Economics of the University of West Hungary held a lecture with the topic „Composing of 
suitable consortiums and project teams regarding cultural background, institutional profile 
and project topic”. The lecture covered the creation of the Amber Road Network, as well as 
the presentation of its activities. More information about this event can be found in the 
article about the University of Applied Sciences Burgenland, which operated as the organiser 
of this conference. 

 

Contact day at the University of West Hungary 

Like in the last years, the group for entrepreneurial relationship organised a contact day at 
the University of West Hungary. The main aim of the event was to create a connection 
between future employers and students. The event was organised in a very interactive 
manner. Following the lectures of prestigious enterprises in our region, e.g. the Szombathely 
Autófókusz Ltd., the Generali insurance company, the ALDI Hungary grocery limited 
partnership, LuK Savaria Ltd. and the Quehenberger Logistics HU Ltd, the participants had a 
chance to attend interactive workshops. As part of the presentation of student mobility 
opportunities, the activities of the Amber Road network were also presented.  
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University of Zagreb, Croatia 

 

International Logo Design Competition 

Damir Piteša, a graduate student at the 
Faculty of Economics and Business won the 
international logo design competition 
launched by Amber Road – Central 
European Network of Faculties of 
Economics at the end of last year. 
Competitors from 13 partner institutions 
from 9 countries took part in the 
competition (Austria, Croatia, the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Poland, Slovakia, 
Serbia and Slovenia). 
 
Read more: http://web.efzg.hr/dok//press//newsletter_ožujak%20engl.pdf   
 

Vice President of the European Commission Jyrki Katainen at FEB 

The Vice-President of the European 
Commission and the Commissioner for Jobs, 
Growth, Investment and Competitiveness 
Jyrki Katainen is campaigning to promote an 
EU investment plan worth EUR 300 billion 
aimed at creating new opportunities. He 
visited Croatia and delivered a lecture at 
FEB on “The Future of Europe” on 23 
February 2015. The guest was welcomed by 
the Dean of FEB, Professor Lajoš Žager PhD,  
and the Vice Deans Assistant Professor 
Mislav Ante Omazi PhD, Professor Anita 
Pavković PhD and Professor Jurica Pavičić PhD. 
 
Read more: http://web.efzg.hr/dok//press//newsletter_veljača%20engl.pdf  
 

FEB Library project “Work With Us” in cooperation with the US Embassy 

In 2013 the US Embassy launched the project “Work with US” in order to promote the 
American work culture. For that purpose, the project has been expanded by the innovative 
idea of establishing business libraries, according to a concept that has been gaining 
popularity in the USA and the EU. The US Embassy is promoting the project throughout 
Croatia in collaboration with the FEB Library. 
 
Read more: http://web.efzg.hr/dok//press//newsletter_veljača%20engl.pdf  
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buffet after the lectures 

Congress Report: Europe Days in Eisenstadt 
 

 

“Heading South East”: Experts discuss opportunities beyond the EU’s border 

The 19th Europe Days were held on the 8th and 9th  May at UAS Burgenland in Eisenstadt. 
Austria is urgently looking for growth impulses. Over the past 20 years, the development in 
East-Central Europe was a significant engine for Austria’s economy. Under the congress 
motto “Heading South East”, international experts analysed economic conditions, business 
models and also social potential in the sectors safety and education for the Balkans and 
Turkey. “With simple quick-cooking recipes it’s not possible to get ahead there,” says 
organiser and head of the Economics Department, Prof. DDr. Sebastian Eschenbach. “This is 
what creates opportunities for flexible companies from Austria with regional networks.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

full lecture hall at the Europe Days (8th and 9th May, Eisenstadt) LTR: Anton Putz (Leier), Tonka Semmler-Matosic (UAS 
Burgenland), Peter Wukovits (Nokia), Gudrun Biffl (Danube 
University Krems), Sebastian Eschenbach (UAS Burgenland), 
Michael Köttritsch (Die Presse) 

Incoming students present their home countries  

students’ presentation about Amber Road touristic concepts students’ project: tasting of wines cultivated along the Amber 
Road  
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The singer Eva Klikovics from Austria entertained 
the audience with songs from each country of the 
Amber Road. She says that “For the Europe Days it 
was my job to find suitable compositions but it 
turned out to be a little challenging to find 
compositions from these countries that are also 
well known in Austria.”  
 

Mag. Dr. Gudrun Biffl, dean at the Faculty of 
Economics and Globalisation of Danube University 
Krems, talked about the Amber Road project, which 
was part at the Europe Days in Eisenstadt: “The 
project is fascinating and I think that there are still 
many ways to involve all participating universities. 
For example with a special tourism master course.” 
She underlined that there is not much left from the 
former historic trade relations on the Amber Road. 
Nevertheless, “it makes sense to see this project 
and this road as a cultural heritage or as a 
possibility to connect people.” 
 

Marcus Wieschhoff, BA MA, director of the 
Master’s programme “International Wine 
Marketing” at the UAS Burgenland talked about the 
Amber Road network and its relationship with 
tourism and wine: “This subject is very rare in the 
field of tourism and wine, since there are no 
wineries located directly on the Amber Road. 
Nevertheless, there are some clubs or museums, 
which are dedicated to this historical road.” 

 
We asked Dr. Tonka Semmler-Matošić, current president of the Amber Road Network and 
director of the “International Business Relations” study programme at the UAS Burgenland, 
how students can benefit from the Amber Road network: “The student exchange programme 
gives our students the chance to build more international contacts. These partnerships 
provide opportunities for students to expand their network in foreign countries and to get to 
know different cultures.” 
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Introducing the Presidency University 
 

 
The University of Applied Sciences (UAS) Burgenland was 
founded in 1994 with two study centers in Eisenstadt and 
Pinkafeld with the aim of offering young people high degree 
business education in the heart of Central Europe. Eight 
Bachelor programmes are provided at UAS Burgenland, as 
well as twelve Master programmes. Most of them are 
available in full-time and in part-time versions. 
 
The business study programmes at the Department of Economics focus on the Central - 
Eastern European languages. Within the curriculum of the Bachelor’s programme in 
“International Business Relations”, practical internship abroad in the 5th semester is 
included. 
 
Every year the University of Applied Sciences Burgenland organises Summer Language 
Courses in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, Hungary, Croatia and Russia. 
 

 

The most important facts about UAS Burgenland 

• “FH” stands for “Fachhochschule” (UAS in German) 

• Founded in 1994 

• 2 locations: Eisenstadt, Pinkafeld 

• 5 faculties: Economics, Information Management, Engineering, Health, Social Work 

• Part time and full time study programmes 

• Consequent combination of theory and practical learning 

• 1,822 students – 65% studying part time 

• 400 business partners 

• No study fees 
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Bachelor degree programmes in Eisenstadt 

• International Business Relations 

• Information, Media, Communication 

• IT Infrastructure Management 

• Social Work 
 
Master degree programmes in Eisenstadt 

• European Studies  

• Human Resource Management 

• International Wine Marketing 

• International Business Relations 
 

Innovation and research in study programmes  

We bring innovation and research together - participation in an exciting research and 
development project is an integral part of our study programmes. 
 
At the Department of Economics in Eisenstadt, modern infrastructural facilities for research 
and development activities for students are provided: 
 

• Focus Group Laboratory 

• Eye-Tracking Laboratory 

• Consumer and Market Research Laboratory 
 

Voice of our students 

 

Lukas Hold is a part-time student at the Department of Economics. He studies 

International Business Relations, BA. 

 
„The attendance times are perfectly tailored for my colleagues’ and my 
demands. Our classes take place every Friday afternoon as well as the 
whole Saturday. Furthermore, our lecturers consider and respect that we 
work about 38 hours a week besides studying. 
 
Many of our classes are are very practically oriented and that’s awesome 
for my career since I can directly apply at my job what I just learned at 
university. 
 
What I really appreciate about studying part-time is that great sense of community we have. 
There is a very strong bond between the students, for example we remind each other 
regarding project and exam deadlines etc. Moreover, I like the direct communication with 
the Administration Office, the lecturers and the head of department.”  
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Activities for Visitors in Burgenland 
 

Burgenland - The Sunny Side of Austria 

Burgenland is the most eastern and least populous province of Austria. It offers wide open 
spaces, a paradise for water sports, a unique nature preserve near Lake Neusiedl, as well as 
imposing castles. The lake Neusiedl is the largest lake in Austria which is shared by Austria 
and Hungary. The capital is Eisenstadt, where also the University of Applied Sciences 
Burgenland is located.  
 

Spas in Burgenland 

In Burgenland you can find some of the finest and most 
beautiful spas in Austria. „Sonnentherme Lutzmannsburg“, 
„Therme Stegersbach“ and „Therme Bad Tatzmannsdorf“ offer 
perfect possibilities to escape from the daily routine of a 
student’s life. 
 
Read more: 

http://www.sonnentherme.at/en.html 
http://www.stegersbach.at/en/startpage/home 
http://www.bad.tatzmannsdorf.at/therme-wellness 
 

Openair Festivals in Burgenland 

The quarry in St. Margarethen is the biggest natural open-air 
stage in Europe. This concert hall under the open sky holds a 
size of 7,000 m². Thanks to its perfect acoustics, it creates an 
impressive opera show for the guests. 
 
Read more: http://www.ofs.at/en/home/ 
 
The Mörbisch Lake Festivals are operetta festivals which are 
held annually during the summer months. With about 150,000 
visitors it is the largest festival of the operetta genre. In 
addition to operettas also classical musicals are performed. 
The natural scenery of Lake Neusiedl is always built into the 
stage which leaves a great impression. 
 

Read more: http://www.seefestspiele-moerbisch.at/en 
 

Sports around Lake Neusiedl 

Lake Neusiedl offers various different possibilities for doing 
sports such as sailing, surfing, kite surfing, beach volleyball, 
rollerblading, riding and cycling. We recommend you try out 
the famous bike path around Lake Neusiedl which stretches 
out over 135 kilometres across the Austrian-Hungarian border, 
and the kite- and windsurfing competitions in Podersdorf, 
which take place every year at the end of April.  
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Intercultural Corner 
 
 

Austrian Stereotype Trap 

 
Many people who haven’t been to Austria might think Austrian 
people dress in a “Dirndl” or in a ”Lederhose”, which are the 
traditional clothes. Of course stereotypes have something in 
common with the truth but we wear these clothes just on 
special occasions. Neither do we ski all the time nor do we listen 
exclusively to classical music. Most of the Austrians enjoy 
delicious food like “Schnitzel”, “Kaiserschmarrn” or 
“Sachertorte” and also enjoy a couple of beers. 
 
We asked Erasmus students and strangers in the streets of our neighbour countries what 
they associate with Austria. Here’s the result: 
 

Top 5 answers of foreigners: That’s what Austrians have in mind: 

1. Alpes 

2. Skiing 

3. Mozart 

4. Schnitzel 

5. Arnold Schwarzenegger 

1. Heuriger* 

2. Skiing 

3. Mannerschnitten (brand of wafers) 

4. Sachertorte (see picture above) 

5. Political Security 

 

*”Heuriger” is the name given to Eastern-Austrian wine-taverns. A Heuriger has certain limitations compared 
to a restaurant because only self-made wine is served and a limited selection of cold food, generally locally 
produced and homemade products. 

 

Do you speak Amber Road? 

 

Comparison of different languages: Meet & Greet 

 
English 

Hello, my name is Franz. Nice to meet you. 
 

German 

Hallo, mein Name ist Franz und es freut mich dich kennenzulernen. 
 

Russian 

Привет, меня зовут Франц, рад с тобой познакомиться. 
 

Lithuanian  

Labas, mano vardas yra Franz, malonu susipažinti. 
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Polish 

Cześć, mam na imię Franz i cieszęsię, żemogę Ciępoznać.  
 

Czech 

Ahoj, jmenuji se František a jsem rád, že té poznávám. 
 

Slovakia 

Ahoj, volám sa František a som rád že ťa spoznávam. 
 

Hungarian 

Szia, az én nevem Ferenc érülök, hogy megismerhettelek.  
 

Slovenian  

Zdravo, moje ime je Franz in veseli me, da te poznam. 
 

Croatian  

Bok, moje je ime Franz i drago mi je, da te upoznajem. 
 

Serbian  

Ćао, ја se zovem Franz i drago mi je što smo se upoznali. 
 

About the Newsletter Team 
 
 

Greetings from the student editing team 
 

We are students at the University of Applied Sciences in Eisenstadt and study in the sixth 
semester of the Bachelor program “International Business Relations”. Our task was to design 
and write the third newsletter for the “Amber Road Network”. Our goal was to summarise 
the most interesting news of all universities of the network; to present the UAS Burgenland; 
and to give an insight into the Austrian culture. We hope you enjoyed reading this 
newsletter, and that we inspired you with some ideas for future newsletter mailings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LTR: Petra Gergácz, Alexandra Takács, Michael Litschka, Lisa Kurucz, Marie Ruhsam, Claudia Kummer (project advisor) 


